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Editor’s Comments 
 
This issue of Pedologue is again available from the MAPSS Web Site, 
http://sawgal.umd.edu/mapss/ .  Hard copies are not sent unless the editor, Del Fanning, 
df3@umail.umd.edu or dsf@umd.edu , or 301-405-1308 is informed of someone who 
needs one.  Since a winter Pedologue issue didn’t get done during the winter season, and 
the fall 04 issue came out so late, the editor has decided to do a combined winter/spring 
05 issue this time and there likely will only be 3 issues this year.   
 
Not much stuff has come in to put into this issue. I appeal to officers and members to 
send stuff for future issues.  I am using the opportunity of this shorter issue to put in a 
draft blurb that I have prepared on Dr. Roy W. Simonson, MAPSS first honorary 
member.  A more finished version will be posted on the MAPSS web site under honorary 
members in coming days.  I also used my new digital camera to get a picture of Dick 
Weismiller, new MAPSS vice president, at a party to honor him for his service as he 
prepares to step down as Department Chair at Maryland.  There is a little blurb to go with 
the picture. 
 
As this issue is being finished I am expecting a story on the Maryland soil judging team’s 
experiences at the national contest from which the team has just returned.  Also Diane 
Shields may come through with a blurb on the monoliths collection effort for the 
Delaware Ag. Museum.  I am heading for a two week holiday in Germany on April 13 
and expect to return on April 28.  I am leaving the final touches and posting of this issue 
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to Dr. Needelman.  While away I am hoping to think about Polly Pedon, Horizon Horace, 
Phil Dirt and Pete Moss and what they may be able to do about selecting a state soil for 
DC.  Rumor has it that they are thinking about a pedotech soil collected during 
construction at the new Washington Nationals baseball stadium or a foot impacted soil 
from beneath the cherry trees by the Tidal Basin. 
 
MAPSS Meeting Feb. 23.  Minutes by Jim Brewer, Pictures by Philip Zurheide 
 

MAPSS Business Meeting 2/23/04 
American Legion Post 7 

Annapolis, Maryland 
 
President King presided over the meeting 
Attendance: 41 current and new members and guests 
Opened at 5:02 PM following social hour. 
 
President King called for COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Finance 
Past President Jellick presented a financial report on expenditures for 2004.  He briefly 
discussed the profit from the successful Acid Sulfate Soils Workshop held in September, 
04.  The report didn’t reflect the decision of the Executive Council to donate$4000 
($2000 for MD and $2000 for DE) for the Smithsonian Soils Exhibit Project.  He was 
also reminded that $500 was donated last year by Bruce Bagley which needs to be sent 
in.  Bruce Bagley then announced a donation of another $500 for the Smithsonian Soils 
Exhibit Project through MAPSS. 
 
Education and Public Relations -Chairperson Fanning thanked the Executive Council for 
their “vote of acclamation” for the great job he has been doing with the newsletter.  He 
stated he has enjoyed doing the newsletter but would like to increase the size of the 
committee. He stated that Members Ray Weil and Phil Snow are presently on the 
committee.  He asked for contributions from the membership for future newsletters. 
 
Smithsonian Soils Exhibit Project 
Richard Weismiller stated he sits on the national committee which has made up a 
brochure for Maryland; he has 200 copies available for distribution.  Ian Kaufman stated 
Delaware has one also.  Weismiller stated that financially 9 people had donated from 
Delaware and that 15 from Maryland.  He asked for all MAPSS members to donate some 
amount, no matter how large or small.  Eddie Earles asked about the possibility of asking 
the Soil Conservation Districts to contribute. Someone asked how MAPSS would receive 
credit for any donations.  Needelman stated that MAPSS would receive credit; it just 
needs to be mentioned on the donation.  Earles stated that Washington DC will also have 
a monolith on display. 
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Constitution and By Laws –Chairperson Jellick read the proposal from Diane Shields to 
have the NRCS State Soil Scientist from Maryland and Delaware become an ex officio 
member of the Executive Council to act as a liaison between the two groups.  Jellick read 
the exact wording. President King made a motion to include it in the By-Laws and 
Constitution.  Seconded by Weismiller, voice approved. 
 
Membership and Ethics –Vice President Needelman stated MAPSS had some new 
members at the meeting and that the committee was working well. 
Sec. Brewer discussed the Land Judging Contest put on by Coop Ext. and NRCS each 
year and mentioned that MAPSS had contributed $175 last year to start annual awards for 
the top three finishers.  Brewer made a motion for $175 to be awarded again in 05 like 
last year.  Seconded by David Verdone, voice approved. 
Member Carl Robinette suggested a bulletin be sent about the awards and the 
Smithsonian Soils Exhibit Project to the high school teachers of the Envirothon and FFA. 
Robinette also made a motion for MAPSS to donate $100 to Walkersville HS FFA team 
for the trip to the national contest.  Bagley seconded, Voice approved. 
Susan Davis asked if MAPSS would sponsor a prize for the individual soil team winner 
of the state Envirothon.  At Marty Rabenhorst’s suggestion, this proposal was sent to the 
Executive Council for review. Ian Kaufman will look into Delaware’s needs. 
 
Nominations-Chairperson Jellick gave the following 2005 MAPSS officers nominations 
to President King to conduct the election. 
President Elect – Brian Needelman 
Vice President – Richard Weismiller 
Treasurer – William Effland 
At Large Members (2 to be elected) – Lisa Wood, Mitchell Scott and Jim Chaconas. 
 
Since only the At Large Members had more nominations than positions, Pres. King asked 
for a suspension of secret ballot for the other offices.  The other officers were voice 
approved by the voting membership. 
 
As a result of the paper ballot election for At Large Members the winners were Mitchell 
Scott and Jim Chaconas. 
 
Other Business 
 
Diane Shields presented a request from the Delaware Agricultural Museum for 12 
monoliths representing Delaware soils.  NRCS, in Delaware would like to have 12 also 
bringing the total to 24.  NRCS would be funding the project.  MAPSS members, on their 
own time, would collect and make the monoliths.  The delivery date is Aug. 15, 2005.  It 
would be a way for MAPSS to earn money to contribute to the Smithsonian Soils Exhibit 
Project.  This would be the fund raising project for the year.  It is intended for MAPSS 
membership to contribute and help with the collection and making of the monoliths.  
Shields read the list of soils needed.  A committee led by Shields would put together the 
contract and contact members when they were needed to help. 
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Meeting adjourned at 6:04 PM 
 
The meeting was followed by a dinner and talks by Dr. Patrick Megonigal from SERC on 
the Smithsonian Soil Exhibits for which he is the current curator and by out-going 
President Rabenhorst (now Past President) on IRIS tubes for detecting reducing 
conditions in soils. 

 
President Phil King conducts his first MAPSS business meeting.  

He moved up from his former position as President Elect to President. 
 

 
Past president Marty Rabenhorst strikes a thoughtful  

pose as he makes his presentation on IRIS tubes. 
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President Elect Brian Needelman presents the MAPSS  

University of Maryland scholarship for 05-06 to student Julie Hill.  
 

 
Diane Shields, outgoing council member, who has 

assisted a lot in the last two years to reinvigorate MAPSS,  
describes plans to involve  

MAPSS to help collect soil monoliths for the Delaware  
Agricultural Museum.  Seated beside Diane is Patrick Megonical, 

Soil Scientist at SERC, who is also curator of the soil exhibits 
for the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History 
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Dr. Roy W. Simonson, MAPSS first honorary member 

 
ROY W. SIMONSON, MAPSS First Honorary Member 

 

 
 
The above picture of Dr. Roy W. Simonson examining a soil profile near Ithaca, NY, was 
taken several years ago by Dr. Ray R. Weil.  It also appears in black and white format on 
page 75 of the Brady and Weil (2002) textbook.  Thanks Ray for letting Pedologue 
publish this great photo of Roy. 

 
Roy Simonson was elected by MAPSS in 1989 as its first honorary member.  This 

sketch about Roy has been prepared for the MAPSS web site in 2005.  Roy was born 
September 7, 1908 in Agate, North Dakota.  His pre-college education was in public 
schools of his area.  Roy obtained his B.S. from North Dakota State University in 1934, 
where he took soils courses from and was advised by Charles E. Kellogg.  Kellogg 
subsequently  became Chief of the U.S. Soil Survey.  Roy earned his Ph.D. in soil science 
from the University of Wisconsin, where his major advisor was Emil Truog, in 1938.  He 
also has an honorary doctor’s degree from a school (Landbrukshogsksole) in Aas, 
Norway, awarded in 1984. 

Roy served as Assistant Professor of Soils at Iowa State College, 1938-42.  His 
subsequent employment was in the USDA federal soil survey programs, first with the 
Bureau of Chemistry and Soils and then with the Soil Conservation Service.  He served 
as Principal Soil Correlator for the Southern United States, 1943-1946; Chief Soil 
Scientist for Pacific Surveys, 1947-48; Assistant Chief of Soil Surveys, 1949-52; and as 
Director for Soil Classification and Correlation, 1953-1971. 

While Roy was Director for Soil Classification and Correlation his office was for 
a time in the Federal Center Building in Hyattsville, MD.  During this time Roy and his 
wife Susan (and until they went off to college etc., his sons Walter and Bruce) resided in 
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College Park, MD.  Roy and Susan continued to live in College Park until they moved to 
a retirement village in Oberlin, OH, in 1993 to be near their son Bruce and his family.  
Bruce is now a geology professor at Oberlin.  Roy’s presence in College Park was a 
blessing for Del Fanning and other soil professors at the University of Maryland who 
recruited him to help on a volunteer basis with their teaching and research programs.  
Roy gave numerous invited lectures on soil science topics to classes and seminars at the 
university.  For many years Roy presented his annual two hour “soils of the world” 
lecture, on soils of the (then) 10 orders of Soil Taxonomy, to the annually taught soil 
morphology, genesis and classification class (AGRO 414, now NRSC 414).  For these 
lectures he utilized his vast collection of 35mm slides of soil profiles and landscapes -- 
taken during his professional travels to help understand and classify soils around the 
world.  His outstanding ability to photograph soil profiles was also utilized at the 
university when he taught a segment, on photographing soils, in a graduate level 
agronomic photography class.  He also on three occasions in the 1970’s and 80’s taught a 
graduate level class at the university on “Theories of Soil Genesis”.   

Roy developed and published in 1959 a generalized theory of soil genesis.  This 
theory of soil development by additions, removals, transfers and transformations appears 
in many soil science textbooks including those of Fanning and Fanning (1989) and Brady 
and Weil (2002).  Roy also authored many other outstanding publications.  A list of some 
of them is given at the end of this sketch.  The one on “concept of soil” has been 
especially instrumental in getting the concept of soil as an organized natural body 
publicized and used throughout the world. 

In 1962 Roy became a member of the editorial board of Geoderma, then a new 
international soil science journal.  Five years later, Roy became editor-in-chief of that 
journal.  He was very active in this position, with secretarial help from his wife Susan, for 
many years to help this journal become a respected international soil science journal. 

Roy is known for his many writings pertaining to soil science/pedology history.  
Roy started writing history articles in the 1950’s with articles in Soil Science on “Lessons 
from the first half-century of soil survey”.  One of Roy’s history papers on “Soil 
classification in the past – roots and philosophies”, first published in an annual report of 
the International Soil Reference and Information Centre (Netherlands) was selected as a 
history chapter for the Fanning and Fanning (1989) textbook.  Other chapters of that book 
on the gross processes of soil formation and change were inspired by Roy’s lectures to 
his Theories of Soil Genesis classes at the University of Maryland. 

Roy continues in the new millennium to publish his writings.  In 2003 he wrote a 
little book published in 2004 on his experiences doing soil survey work in Montana in 
1935, entitled “Six months along the Missouri”. 

Roy met Susan at Iowa State in Ames in 1938 and they were married in 1942 in 
Albia, Iowa.  Susan unfortunately deceased Dec. 31, 1996.  For those who would like to 
correspond with Roy, his address and telephone number are available from Del Fanning, 
who put this sketch together, in part from information supplied in a recent exchange of 
letters with Roy. 
 
A chronological list of some of Roy’s more influential and interesting publications 
follows: 
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1941. Studies of buried soils formed from till in Iowa.  Soil Sci. Soc. Am. 
Proc. 6: 373-381. 

1942. (with F. F. Riecken and G. D. Smith) Understanding Iowa soils.  Wm. 
C. Brown Co., Dubuque, Iowa. 

1952. The changing place of soils in agricultural production.  Scientific 
Monthly 81: 173-181. 

1952. Lessons from the first half century of soil survey: I. Classification of 
soils.  Soil Science 74: 249-257. 

1952. Lessons from the first half century of soil survey: II. Mapping of soils.  
Soil Science 74: 323-330. 

1959. A generalized theory of soil genesis.  Soil Sci. Soc. Am. Proc.23: 152-
156. 

1962.  Soil classification in the United States.  Science 131: 173-181. 
1968.  Concept of soil.  Advances in Agronomy 20: 1-47. 
1978. A multiple process model of soil genesis.  pp. 1-25. In W. C. Mahaney 

(ed.) Geo-Abstracts, Norwich, England. 
1989.  Historical highlights of soil survey and classification with emphasis on 

the United States.  Tech. Bull. 18, 78pp.  International Reference and 
Information Centre, Wageningen, The Netherlands. 

1991.  Soil science – goals for the next 75 years.  Soil Sci. 151: 7-18. 
1995.  Airborne dust and its significance to soils.  Geoderma 65: 1-43. 
1997.  Early teaching in the USA of the Dokuchaiev factors of soil formation.  

Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J.  61: 11-16. 
2004.  Six months along the Missouri.  Infi8ity Publishers,  Haverford, PA.  

103 pages. 
 
 Roy is also an honorary member of state associations of professional soil 
scientists in North Dakota and Ohio.    
   
References: 
Brady, N. C. and R. R. Weil.  2002.  The Nature and Properties of Soils.  13th edition.  
Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ. 
Fanning, D. S. and M. C. B. Fanning.  1989.  Soil: Morphology, Genesis, and 
Classification.  John Wiley and Sons, New York. 
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Dr. Richard A. Weismiller is stepping down from his position as Chair of the 
Department of Natural Resource Sciences and Landscape Architecture at 
University of Maryland – and is newly elected vice president of MAPSS. 
 

 
Dick displays cards given to him, to encourage him to play more 

bridge, at party (April 8, 2005) to honor him for his 13-14 years of  
service as chair of the Department of Natural Resource Sciences  

and Landscape Architecture (formerly Agronomy and Horticulture) 
at the University of Maryland.  Seated (from left) are Dick’s wife Toby 

and Eileen Barnett, Administrative Coordinator of the College of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources.  At the MAPSS meeting in February Dick was elected 

Vice President of MAPSS. 
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Maryland Soil Judging Team goes to Alabama for National Soil Judging Contest 
 
The Maryland Soil Judging Team had a wonderful trip to the National Soil Judging 
Contest hosted by Auburn University in Alabama from April 2-9, 2005. Alabama is 
beautiful and the soils were lovely – particularly the deep dark reds that we don’t get to 
see around here very often. 
 
We came in 11th overall out of 22 teams. Julia Lieberman and Rebecca Blank were our 
top individual contestants, placing 26th and 30th out of 83 students. The team also 
included Laura Pallandre, Julie Hill, and our esteemed assistant coach, David Ruppert. 
Virginia Tech took home the trophy, coached by John Galbraith. 
 
A hearty thank you to MAPSS and MAPSS members for your generosity and support!  
 

 
The Divas – Rebecca Blank, Julia Lieberman, Laura Pallandre, and Julie Hill. 

 

 
Posing along with coaches Brian Needelman and David Ruppert. 
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A Kanhapludult, looking good. 

 

 
The heat of competition… 

 

 
… and the aftermath. 
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Collection of monoliths for Delaware Ag. Museum 
 
Please watch your email inbox from news about the monolith collection – we should be 
receiving something soon from Diane Shields. 
 
Calendar of some coming events   
 
July 10-12, 2005.  Northeastern ASA-SSSA Branch Meeting, Storrs, CT: 
Thomas.morris@uconn.edu   
 
Nov. 6-10, 2005.  National ASA-CSSA-SSSA Meeting, Salt Lake City, UT: 
www.saltlake-2005.org 
 
July 9-15, 2006.  World Congress of Soil Science.  Philadelphia, PA.  www.18wcss.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 


