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2014 MAPSS Officers – with brief description of some of their duties: 

President: Brian Needelman.  Ex-officio on all committees except Nominations. 

Past President: Afton Sterling -- Chairperson of Nominations Committee 

President Elect: Carl Robinette -- To Develop Programs for his Presidential Year-2015 

Vice President:  Robert Bricker -- Chairperson of Membership and Ethics Committee 

Treasurer:  Sarah Roberts -- Ex-officio member of Finance Committee 

Secretary: James Brewer -- Keeps accurate records of MAPSS membership etc. 

Member at Large (1yr): Ellen Mussman -- Helps organize and promotes Assoc. meetings 

Member at Large (2yr): David Verdone -- In Absence of secretary, record minutes etc. 

Ex officio Member:  - Dean Cowherd-(NRCS MD State Soil Scientist)—consultant to 

council 

Board of Directors:  Board ensures the Council executes its duties, reviews actions of 

Council, meets with Executive Council at their board meetings etc. 

Del Fanning to serve 1 year 

Cliff Stein to serve 2 years 

Susan Davis to serve 3 years 
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Editor’s Comments.  Only two issues of Pedologue were done in 2014.  However, this first 2015 issue reaches 

back for some of its content to things that happened in 2014 and beyond (for the beyond, see long article by Rob 

Pate on his soil survey ‘snowbird’ detail in Florida in 1987) but it also looks forward to coming events, 

especially The 8th International Acid Sulfate Soils Conference that MAPSS and other organizations plan to host, 

July 17-23, 2016, at University of Maryland. 

.  

For events in 2014 since the last, Summer 2014, issue, President Needelman put together an article on the 

University of Maryland soil judging team’s successful, but with disappointing side (no National Contest for the 

team in 2015) performance at the Northeast Regional Collegiate Contest hosted by Delaware Valley College in 

PA in October, 2014 and Susan Demas did an article on the West Virginia Professional Soil Scientists Annual 

Meeting and Tour, July 25, 2014.  Susan also has done a short obituary on Rutger’s University long time 

pedologist John Tedrow, who died in October, 2014. 

 

Some of my efforts and of my close colleagues in the waning days of 2014 and in 2015 have been directed 

toward plans for the 8th International Acid Sulfate Soils Conference.  Dr. Martin Rabenhorst has taken the reins 

as overall conference chair to organize and run the conference.  He has been working with what I am calling a 

Conference Central Committee of Maxine Levin and Thomas Reinsch of USDA NRCS National Office Staff in 

Beltsville, MD, W. Lee Daniels of Department of Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences at Virginia Tech, and 

Brian Needelman, and me of Department of Environmental Science and Technology at University of Maryland.  

Much has already been accomplished in choosing The Marriott Hotel in College Park as the headquarters site of 

the conference and to develop the initial web site for the conference 

http://www.midatlanticsoilscientists.org/acid-sulfate-soils-conference , with much help from Loretta Collins to 

develop the web site.  I have been working with Marty and Lee Daniels to put together latitude and longitude 

data for sites that are candidates for stops on field trips for the conference utilizing Google Earth.  David 

Verdone and Ben Marshall of NRCS Frederick office have provided GIS data for a large number of sites that 

were recognized with spot symbols as acid sulfate exposures in the updates of Prince George’s and Anne 

Arundel County soil surveys and Ben put these together on a Google Earth map.  I am hoping to get out to look 

at some of these sites.  Also we are thinking about possible sites to look at acid mine drainage and abandoned 

mine land, which Carl Robinette, incoming 2015 MAPSS President, may help us to locate.  To attract folks 

interested in AMD (acid mine drainage) and ARD (acid rock drainage) to the conference, I have submitted an 

abstract to present a paper on our conference at the ASMR, American Society of Mining and Reclamation) 

annual meeting, June 7-11, 2015, in Lexington, KY, in which I plan to review the previous 7 international acid 

sulfate soils symposia/conferences going back to the first one held at Wageningen, The Netherlands in 1972 and 

about our conference.. 

 

This is the first issue of Pedologue to be published on-line since the new MAPSS web site 

http://www.midatlanticsoilscientists.org/ developed through efforts of MAPSS member Loretta Collins, who 

recently completed requirements for her M.S. degree in Environmental Science and Technology at the 

University of Maryland.  Loretta has managed to put all previous issues of Pedologue, since I became editor in 

2003, on the new web site, as well as guidebooks for the acid sulfate soil tours for the World Congress of Soil 

Science and for the MAPSS/VAPSS acid sulfate soils tour in November, 2011 and other good stuff including 

info on the 8th International Acid Sulfate Soils Conference.  Thank You Loretta! 

 

In closing, I just want to mention that a year ago as most of the first floor of the old wing of H. J. Patterson Hall 

at the university was vacated and given over for renovation for international programs, my office moved from 

the first floor to the basement of HJP where I now have a wonderful office mate, Adjunct Professor Ed Landa, 

http://www.midatlanticsoilscientists.org/acid-sulfate-soils-conference
http://www.midatlanticsoilscientists.org/
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soil scientist recently retired from USGS.  We are in Rm. 0111, beneath the old head office of the Agronomy 

Department, an office, off the north end of the basement hall, that was occupied by Dr. Ed Strickling when I 

came to the university in 1964, prior to the construction of the new wing of HJP, that opened in 1967 with some 

great facilities for soil and crop science programs.  Partly thru my recruitment activities, Ed Landa joined 

MAPSS, although he has yet to attend a MAPSS meeting.  Ed does a lot of writing and editing pertaining to soil 

science and history/philosophy topics and I want here to mention that he is co-editor with Australian Jock 

Churchman of a new book entitled The Soil Underfoot—Infinite Possibilities for a Finite Resource that has 

some great philosophical chapters, including one Ed authored, about soils and soil science that I recommend to 

MAPSS as reading material as we participate in the 2015 International Year of the Soil.  For more on the book 

and purchase opportunities as either an e-book or hard copy, visit the web site:  

http://www.crcpress.com/product/isbn/9781466571563 .  Hope to see you all at MAPSS membership meeting 
March 11. 
 

2014 UMD in NE Regional Soil Judging Contest by Brian Needelman. 

The Maryland Soil Judging Team had great success but ultimate heartbreak at the Northeast Regional Soil 

Judging Contest held in southeastern Pennsylvania from Oct 15-18, 2014. The team came in 3rd place in the 

group judging portion of the competition and had three students finish in the top ten individual contestants. The 

team came in 4th place overall, leaving them one spot too low in the rankings to qualify for the national contest. 

The Terps were edged out for 3rd place by the home team Delaware Valley College by the agonizing margin of 

just 2 points out of over 3300. Maryland’s top finishers were Jaclyn Fiola (4th), Sara Mack (5th), and 

Christopher Seitz (10th). Also on the team were John Desmond, Victoria Monsaint-Queeney, Kristine Persing, 

Keegan Rankin, Daniel Smith, and Barret Wessel. Despite the disappointing outcome, the team had a 

magnificent experience of learning about soils, developing skills, working as a team, and building lasting 

friendships. Indeed, we did it. The Coach of the team was Dr. Brian Needelman and the Assistant Coach was 

graduate student Chris Palardy, both from the Department of Environmental Science and Technology. The 

University of Rhode Island took home the top prize in the contest; Penn State claimed 2nd place.  Picture -- The 

Fall 2014 UMD Soil 

Judging Team. Back 

Row Left to Right: 

Keegan Rankin, 

Daniel Smith, Barret 

Wessel, Chris 

Palardy (Assistant 

Coach), Brian 

Needelman (Coach); 

Front Row: Jaclyn 

Fiola (4th), John 

Desmond, Kristi 

Persing, Sara Mack 

(5th), Tori 

Monsaint-Queeney, 

and Chris Seitz 

(10th).  

 

http://www.crcpress.com/product/isbn/9781466571563
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John Charles Fremont Tedrow, by Susan Demas. 

It is with regret that I report about the passing of John Charles Fremont Tedrow (97) on October 2, 2014 Edison, 

New Jersey. At the time of his death, he was professor emeritus at the School of Environmental and Biological 

Sciences, Rutgers University–New Brunswick. 

 

John received a B.S. degree in soil science from Penn State University (1939), an M.S. in soil science from 

Michigan State University (1940), and a Ph.D. in soil science from Rutgers University (1950). In 1947, he 

became an instructor in the Department of Soils at Rutgers, where he was later promoted to the position of 

professor in 1972. He was bestowed the honor of professor emeritus upon his retirement in 1984. John was 

active in research in association with the Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Natural Resources and the 

Department of Environmental Sciences nearly until his death.  

 

John authored numerous books and articles during his lifetime and wrote on such diverse subjects such as 

permafrost soils of the Arctic, soils of Prince Patrick Island, forensic geology, and Carbon 14 dating of Arctic 

soils. In addition, he lectured and wrote extensively on the soils of New Jersey. 

John was predeceased by his wife, Mary Jane Tedrow in 1991 and his son, Thomas L. Tedrow in 1998. He is 

survived by his son, John C. F. Tedrow, Jr. and his wife Jane of New Harbor, ME; also his daughter-in-law, 

Vivian Tedrow of Freehold, NJ 

Internment was at his birthplace, Rockwood, Pennsylvania. A scholarship fund in the name of John C. F. 

Tedrow is planned.   
 

 
 

Editor’s Comment: Thank you Susan for this article.  I have been pleased to have known and communicated 

with Dr. Tedrow, the pedologist at Rutger’s, a few times.  He was a great scholar.  I have two copies of his big 

book on New Jersey Soils, at least one of which he gave to me, and on my bookshelf I used to have, but can no 

longer find, a copy of the book on Antarctic soils that he edited.  I provide below a literature citation for his 

book on Soils of New Jersey. 

 

Tedrow, J. C. F.  1986.  Soils of New Jersey.  Robert E. Krieger Publishing Company, Inc., Krieger Drive, 

Malabar, FL  32950.  New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station publication no. A-15134-1-82.  479 pages. 
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A Snowbird Detail to Collier County Florida. By Rob Pate, WV NRCS 

 

Early in my career with the Soil Conservation Service (SCS), I was lucky enough to map and classify soils as a 

“Snowbird”, in southwest Florida.  At that time, Florida was in dire need of soil scientists to provide soil survey 

information for a number of reasons.  Largely because of wetness, standard septic systems often failed for 

individual houses, and alternative system designs, such as the mound system and shallow chamber systems, 

were for the first time being designed and installed.  Soil physical characteristics, most importantly depth to 

water table, depth to bedrock, soil texture and horizonation, were very important in planning which alternative 

system would perform the best.  Recently, there had been a late frost which damaged or in certain cases killed 

large areas of citrus groves in southwest Florida, and juice companies were spending millions of dollars 

developing new groves in southern Florida.  Also, the winter flower and vegetable market depended on our soil 

survey information for conservation planning, and in order to engineer irrigation systems. In some cases 

irrigation water was also used to stave off the harmful effects of frost. 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil survey snowbirds in Collier Co., Florida in 1987 

 

During this time, our crew mapped with a stereoscope and stereo pair photographs from the early 1940s.  These 

were Defense Department aerial photos, and were stamped “Top Secret” on the back.  The very detailed photos 

showed the coastline, and were closely guarded during World War II.  They were extremely useful for us, 

because they showed the natural condition before most of the drainage projects which tried to drain the 

everglades.  The slope in this area of Florida averaged 1 foot drop in elevation every 10 miles, and I was very 

surprised when the project leader took us out to show us a “ridge”, which was about 6 inches higher in elevation 

than the surrounding wetlands.  This 6 inch elevation change made a huge difference in soil types and 

vegetative communities, and was easily mapped out while using the stereoscope.  The very poorly drained 

areas, with bald cypress, also easily popped up at you in the stereoscope. 
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Our office was in Immokalee, Florida, which was not in the best part of town, and some situations occurred near 

our office that kept us on our toes.   During our detail, there was a shootout, just across the street at a grocery 

store that had us ducking for cover.  The next day, we found a spent .38 caliber bullet in our parking lot.  

Another morning, we came to the office to find the government jeep on blocks, all four tires and rims were 

gone, the hood was up and the alternator and other parts were stripped out of the engine.   

 

Many soils in Collier County had an alkaline water table and many of the soils had a very high percentage of 

free calcium carbonate.  This caused a lot of unforeseen problems when drainage ditches were dug to lower the 

water table.  Soil horizons with heavy calcium carbonates dried out and permanently hardened like concrete.  

This caused a lot of issues with road and house construction.  Some sandy soils “wicked” up alkaline ground 

water, and as the water evaporated, the calcium carbonate was deposited.  These layers were at the time 

designated as Bk horizons.     

 

The Immokalee soil is a sandy, siliceous, hyperthermic Arenic Alaquod. These were very important soils in 

Collier County that supported flatwoods vegetative communities, typical of Major Land Resource Area 155, 

Southern Florida Flatwoods.    The Immokalee soil is a Spodosol with a white (10YR 8/1) E horizon, over a 

black (10YR 2/1) Bh horizon, that when drained, the calcium carbonate in the spodic horizon hardened.    A 

very striking soil profile indeed.  Sometimes these spodic horizons were many feet thick.  The citrus grove 

developers were looking to buy property with this soil type, because when they irrigated the orange groves, the 

cemented Bh layer perched water, and was easy to manage for the multimillion dollar citrus trees and irrigation 

systems that they were planning.  Sometime we would arrive at the office in the morning with engineers waiting 

in line to talk to the mappers, hoping to get us to map their property first.   

 

Transects conducted through flatwoods vegetative communities were tough, because you never knew where the 

eastern diamondback rattlers lay waiting to strike.  SCS offered snake leggings for us to use, but these were 

very confining and uncomfortable.  Many areas were accessible only by boat.  The cypress communities 

proliferated on Terric Medisaprists, now classified as “Haplosaprists” and were easy to map.  Our basic soil 

description for the cypress was 0-24 inches water, 24-48 inches muck, 48-80 inches mucky fine sand.  We even 

tried transects by pulling the ground penetrating radar in a rubber boat behind our main boat, which gave pretty 

good readouts on water and muck depth.  Out in the cypress swamp, you didn’t have to watch out for eastern 

diamondbacks, but you did need to look out for the very aggressive water moccasin, or cottonmouth.  We would 

often jump in the water and have to wade through 4 feet of water to certain inaccessible areas.  The water 

moccasins would swim towards you, but they would stay on the water surface, and many times I would keep the 

cottonmouths at bay by turning the 80 inch bucket auger around and pushing them away with the handle.  Water 

moccasins had a habit of sitting above the waterline on a log and vigorously shaking their tail in the dry leaves 

if you approached too close.  This sounded like a rattlesnake rattle, and about gave me a heart attack at times.  

Water moccasins were big, black, ugly, smelly, aggressive, and very scary snakes.  I do not like water 

moccasins.        

 

The American Alligator was still completely protected at this time, and they had little fear of humans.  If you 

made a splash, they would come to investigate.  A few times, along drainage canals where they would be 

sunning, I had to quickly back out of situations, especially with more than one big gator close by.  The alligator 

babies were cute, and we would catch them up to 12 inches long, right off the side of the boat, making sure we 

had a firm grip around their mouths, and play with them before dropping them back into the water.  The canals 

had some huge largemouth bass, and sometimes we would fish in the evenings or on weekends.  One time, 



 7 

fishing with a plastic worm, I hooked a 7 foot gator on a 10 pound test line, and brought him into shore before 

he broke the line.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The armadillos were an interesting animal that were fun to run across while you were mapping.  They were 

about blind, and I enjoyed sneaking up on the armadillos and poking them with my bucket auger.  They would 

jump about 2 feet in the air and take off like a shot!   They could run very fast, and you could not keep up with 

them. Today, PETA may view this activity as a form of animal cruelty. 

 

We worked on a special project mapping the Miccosukee Indian Reservation.  This was in the everglades, and 

was in Florida panther country.  At that time, there were only 24 known Florida panthers left.  I believe now, 

with conservation efforts, there are between 100-180 adult Florida panthers.  We never actually saw a panther, 

but saw many tracks, and I found one deer kill, with brush piled over it to hide it.   The panther tracks were very 

easy to spot, because we were in an open marl area.  The soil type here, I believe, was the Biscayne Series, 

which is classified as Loamy, carbonatic, hyperthermic, shallow Typic Fluvaquents.  We carried acid bottles 

with us, and when you let a few drops fall to the soil surface, it would strongly effervesce. This marl was very 

slick, and we would easily get hung up with our vehicles.  We would always go out with at least two vehicles, 

because we carried what I can only describe as a huge rubber band, maybe 4 inches wide and 40 feet long.  This 

was made to pull vehicles out of wet holes.   You would hook this band up to the vehicle that was stuck, and 

hook it up to the vehicle that was pulling.  You would leave enough slack to get a running start, and the band 

would stretch, then pop the stuck vehicle out of the mud hole. 

 

Access was a problem in many areas because we were in the everglades.  We had both a swamp buggy and an 

air boat at our disposal.     
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Some of the most interesting areas, in the sea of sawgrass, were the tropical hardwood hummocks. These were 

higher “islands” that hosted unusual plants and animals found nowhere else.  We also mapped the Corkscrew 

Swamp Sanctuary, which has the world’s largest remaining old growth bald cypress forest, and home of the 

endangered Wood Stork. 

 

The winter flower and vegetable fields were amazing to map.  It was beautiful to drive into a 500 acre field of 

gladiolus right before they were harvested.  The vegetables were all picked a little green, so they could ripen as 

they are shipped.  The ripe fruit was left in the field to rot.  As you can see by this refrigerator, a few fruits and 

vegetables might have been gleaned from the harvested fields. 

 

 

 

   

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The big money crop was watermelons, and the wild pigs in the adjacent swamps loved watermelons.   The wild 

pigs could devastate a watermelon field in one night.  The farmers waged war against the pigs, shooting them, 

setting traps, and turning loose very aggressive pit bulls that were trained to kill.  One had to be very careful 

while augering, to keep a lookout for these loose pit bulls, and not stray too far from your mapping vehicle.   

The government vehicles looked very official, and it always surprised me to see the migrant farm workers 

slowly disappear into the brush, as soon as we pulled into the crop fields.   I believe they must have thought we 

were immigration. 

 

There were off shore islands which also had to be mapped.   Beach soils, like the Satellite and Canaveral series, 

were Aquic Quartzipsamments, the difference being that Canaveral had C horizons made up of mostly seashell 

fragments, and Satellite did not have many shell fragments.  The islands were accessed by boat, which made for 

some fun days mapping.  Many of the islands could be walked out to at low tide.  In this photo, you can see the 

island in the distance that we were walking to.  Flounder, stingrays, crabs, and oysters were observed in these 

tidal flats.   
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We tried to map in groups of two or more, because it could be dangerous alone, and we were in very remote 

locations.  One day, on a remote 4WD road, near the shoreline, we were surprised by a single engine plane 

which kept circling us, and finally buzzed in low right over the top of our vehicle.  When we finally got back to 

the gravel road about 1 hour later, we were greeted by a couple of deputy sheriffs, with shotguns pointed at us, 

telling us to “Freeze”.  After we explained who we were, and what we were doing, the deputies let us go.  Turns 

out this area was a main drug running location, and they thought we were smuggling drugs.   

 

One of my favorite map units was a unit that, for a field mapping symbol, we used “GC”.  This  map unit gave 

us a lot of acres quickly, and was very easily mapped out on the aerial photo.  The usually rectangular shape of 

this map unit was later transected, and determined to be Udorthents, shaped.  The field symbol, of course, 

stands for Golf Course.    

 

Being a snowbird, and mapping in Collier County Florida was a unique, once in a lifetime experience, that I 

will always remember.   

 

I’m sorry that I am not identifying the individuals in most of the photos, however, in the first photo showing the 

individuals on the detail, from left to right, Tom Weber, Robert N. Pate, Laurence Carey, and  Kenneth 

Liudahl.   Tom Weber is now Florida State Soil Scientist.  We had a nickname for Tom -- Dr. Dirt.  The detail 

was from January 1987, to April, 1987.  We worked 10 hours/ day, 5 days/week, so we had 20 hours overtime 

every pay period.  Some of us were snowbirds, some were permanent soil scientists in Florida. 

 

Editor’s comment: Thanks Rob for this story.  I love getting soil scientist’s stories for Pedologue and 

particularly from folks that I know involved in soil surveys.  I first knew Rob when he was on a soil judging 

team I coached for National Contest at Penn State in the spring semester of 1980, after I returned from a 

sabbatical leave at Texas A&M in 1979, and my colleague Fred Miller, who had coached the team in the Fall 

semester, 1979, couldn’t coach in Spring 1980 because he left for a sabbatical leave of his own.  Rob was a 

frustrated young man during that contest endeavor because we had five students on the team and only four 

could participate in the contest and the other four were more experienced soil judgers than Rob, so he was the 

odd man out.  I think the team finished 6th in the contest.  On our way home after the contest, we made a pit stop 

at the top of a cliff along the Susquehanna River north of Harrisburg.  There was an old empty 50 gallon barrel 
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(drum) there, and Rob vented his frustration by rolling it off the cliff. I have told people that I was tempted to 

throw him off.  Rob went on to do very well in subsequent judging contests and he graduated from UMD with a 

double major, in soils and geology, and he has had a very successful career in soil survey with SCS, now 

NRCS, in West Virginia, where he is now Area Resource Soil Scientist in Beckley, WV.  He supplied the 

following bio on himself. 

 

Robert Pate grew up in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and graduated from Notre Dame High School in 1978.  

He graduated from the University of Maryland in College Park in 1983, with a double degree in Geology 

and Agronomy-Soils.  After a year in the trenches with a geotechnical firm in the Northern Virginia and 

Washington DC area, in 1984 Rob started with the USDA Soil Conservation Service in West Virginia 

mapping soils for the National Cooperative Soil Survey. 

 

From 1984 through 1995, Rob mapped soils mostly in central West Virginia, Braxton, Clay, Calhoun, 

Roane, Fayette and Raleigh Counties, with some special project mapping for the National Acid 

Precipitation Assessment Program, (NAPAP).  There were also some mapping details to Florida, 

including Collier and Gulf Counties. 

 

In 1995, Rob was promoted to the Area Resource Soil Scientist position in Beckley, WV, and still holds 

this position today.  In addition to his farm bill, and environmental education duties, Rob continued 

mapping in Logan and Mingo Counties, WV; and Wise County, VA.   In 2009, Rob was named a million 

acre mapper by the Director of the NRCS Soil Survey Division. 

 

Rob has been very involved through the years with the West Virginia Association of Professional Soil 

Scientists, (WVAPSS), and has been president on 3 different occasions.  WVAPSS was instrumental in 

naming Monongahela Silt Loam, as the West Virginia State Soil in 1997, and contributing a monolith of it 

to “Dig it: The Secrets of Soil”, an exhibit which opened at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural 

History in 2008, in Washington DC. 

 

In dialoging by e-mail with Rob about his article, he sent me 

some pictures from his soil judging days at the University of 

Maryland.  I (editor) can’t resist inserting the one here to the left.  

I think it is from the time of the national judging contest in Ohio 

in Spring semester, 1983.  From the left, Joe Schuster, who Rob 

recruited into soil judging, who I believe now has soil consulting 

business in Florida area; Rob; yours truly; Barbara Truglio; 

student at time from Long Island, NY, don’t know where she is at 

now; and Katie Haering, now at Virginia Tech. 
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2014 WVAPSS Annual Business Meeting and Tour by Susan Y. Demas 
 

On July 25th, 2014 WVAPSS held its annual business meeting at the Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park in 

Summersville, WV.  Eighteen members and several quests including two canines were in attendance.  The 

meeting opened with the introduction of new members and the installation of officers. The new officers for 

2014 are as follows: 

President:   Katey Yoast 

Vice President:   Amir Hass 

Secretary/Treasurer:    Nick Beaver 

Former President:    Mike Harman 

Executive Council (Constitution Bylaws Committee):   Susan Demas  

Executive Council (Public Relations & Education Committee):   Skip Bell  

Executive Council (Ethics and Registration Committee):   Stephanie Connolly  

 

In the morning, the group took a guided tour of the Carnifex Battlefield, which is nestled on the scenic rim of 

the Gauley River Canyon (Photo 1.) 

 

 
Photo 1. The Gauley River Canyon. Photo courtesy of Rob Pate. 
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The Civil War battle took place on September 10, 1861 at Carnifex . The battle represented the failure of a 

Confederate drive to regain control of the Kanawha Valley and signified a Union victory that contributed to the 

Confederate withdrawal from Virginia. The late morning tour was led by park ranger, Sam Cowell (Photo 2).  

 
Photo 2. WAPSS members and guests, listen to Ranger Cowell provide a history of the Civil War Battlefield. 

Photos courtesy of Katey Yoast. 
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Following the business meeting and barbeque lunch, the group listened to Skip Bell, WV NRCS Soil Scientist; 

provide an overview of the soils and geology of the Region (Photo 3).  The bedrock geology of the area is 

primarily sandstones of the New River and Kanawha formations in the Pottsville Group. Skip was part of team 

of soil scientist who mapped the Gauley River National Recreation Area, West Virginia. The group hiked to 

several sites along s trail to view several soils and vegetative communities 

 

 
 
 

 
Photo 4. WVAPSS members examine an exposure of a Laidig soil. Laidig soils are fine-loamy, siliceous, 

semiactive, mesic Typic Fragiudults. Laidig soils formed from colluvium of sandstone, siltstone and some 

shale. Jason Teets, NRCS Ecological Site Inventory Specialist, second from left, discusses the ecology of the 

area with Skip Bell. 

 

Calendar of some coming events: 

 

Wednesday Night, Mar. 11, 2014, 4-8 pm.  MAPSS Annual Membership Meeting, 

American Legion Hall, Crownsville, MD. 
 

June 6-11, 2015.  Joint meeting of ASMR (American Society of Mining and Reclamation) and ARRI 

(Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative), Lexington, KY 

 

June 7-11. 2015 National Cooperative Soil Survey Conference.  Duluth, MN. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/survey/partnership/?cid=stelprdb1267531  

 

Nov. 15-18, 2015.  American Society of Agronomy, Soil Science Society of America Annual Meeting, 

Minneapolis, MN.  https://www.acsmeetings.org/ . 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/survey/partnership/?cid=stelprdb1267531
https://www.acsmeetings.org/
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July 17-23, 2016.  Eighth International Acid Sulfate Soils Conference, University of Maryland, College 

Park, MD.  http://www.midatlanticsoilscientists.org/acid-sulfate-soils-conference  
 

Future articles etc.  Pedologue needs articles, pictures, poems, cartoons, letters to the editor or other 

things soil scientists and/or other readers of Pedologue may be inspired to submit.  Please submit such 

items to the editor, preferably to DelvinDel@aol.com .  Be an author, support your newsletter, it’s a way 

to promote yourself and your work and things we all need to know about soils and the environment. 

http://www.midatlanticsoilscientists.org/acid-sulfate-soils-conference
mailto:DelvinDel@aol.com

